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In the 1800s, the United States was a nation obsessed with finding a form of transportation that was

the fastest, cheapest, and most reliable; at the time, canals were the answer. Canals broke through

vast, open countryside, forested woodlands, and rolling hills to expose the heart of the nation to

development. They took passengers and goods off of dusty or muddy roads and delivered them to

their destinations faster and cheaper than by any other means. From Toledo to Cincinnati, the

Miami and Erie Canal provided western Ohio with that sorely needed waterway and became part of

the 1,000 miles of Ohio canals contributing to the national network of canals. Today, with the help of

government, corporations, and citizens, many parts of the Ohio canal system have been preserved

or restored and can be visited and experienced. Watered sections of canal quietly reflect a bygone

era and lead an explorer down the towpaths of history.
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There is more below your four tires than you think. For 35 years I traveled the general route of the



canal making sales calls. Sure, I knew about the canal a little bit. Historical marker knowledge,

nothing more. This easy readable book has enlightened me to all the facets of the canal and what it

meant. I had no idea so many locks were needed. Each lock spawned a mill, a store, a saloon, a

town. Water powered economy. Even if you don't read the book the hundreds of pictures are worth

the price. Wonderful peek at the past. Party boats, freight boats, gambling boats, passenger boats

and repair boats. Swim min' holes and fish in' holes. Heck, a catfish even saved the day. Good stuff,

indeed.

Excellent book! Couldn't put it down. Very interesting stuff. I definitely recommend it.

Happy to have this one re the NW Ohio canals; my family has history connected to the canals.

Donated one as well to my small county Historical Society.

A great deal of information is conveyed in pictures and in the captions. It tells the story of the canal

beautifully.

This was a very enjoyable read, much more than a history of the canals. It was filled with wonderful

anecdotes.
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